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Sir: 



With regard to the above-identified application, pursuant to 37C.F.R. §1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 
the items of information listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A is brought to the attention of the 
Examiner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement, as far as is known to the undersigned, is filed before 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. The undersigned certifies that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited during prosecution of the 
corresponding International Patent Application PCT/CA2004/000590. The relevance of the 
references are as indicated in the attached PCT International Search Report. 

A list of the patent(s) or publication(s) is set forth on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98(2X0, a copy of each patent listed on Form PTO/SB/08A is 
enclosed herewith. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically 
designated as such. The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to 
mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as defined in 37 CFR 
§ 1.56(a) exists. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



2 i OCT. 2004 ' 

EREVETS/PATStfTS 
McCAItmY TSVRAULT 



.11:3657 



Applicant's or agent's tile reference 
0058. 003 -WO 



International applicalion No. 
PCT/CA2004/000590 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
19/04/2004 



(Earfiest) Priority Date (day/irtonth/year) 
17/04/2003 



VICTHOM HUMAN BIONICS INC. 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the Int 

This international Search Report consists of a total of _ 



Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 



fx] 't is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. W 

O I he irrational search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. □ Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. (xj Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

|Tf the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ the text hasbeen established by this Authority to road as follows: 



5. With regard to the 

□ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant, 
jx] the text has been i 



established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
month from Ihe date of mailing of mis international search report, submit comments to this Authority. ' 



6. With regards to the di 

a. the figure of the drawings to be pu Wished with the abstract is Figure No. „_3 

fx] as suggested by the applicant. 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
fj] as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Box No. IV Text of the abstract (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



The braking device (28) is provided a set of shape memory alloy activators (58) 
positioned, in an agonistic-antagonistic configuration on each side of a brake 
lever (42). Braking and releasing phases are dictated by the austenitic 
transformation of the shape memory alloy activators. During brake activation, 
shrinking of the braking activator brings the friction pad (52) in contact with a 
rotating drum (40J creating a braking friction torque. Once the brake has been 
activated, deformation of a flexible fiberglass component (52) prevents brake 
releasing by applying sufficient normal force between the drum and the friction 
pad. Conversely, upon heating of the releasing activator, the pad looses its 
grip and the drum is free to rotate. 
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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Q Claims Nos.: 

«hey relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

an extent that no meaningful International Sea^^be"carrfed^7 



because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 

anev It' inn nnf„l lnta.no It a. ™. k. ~w~>~J «... SOeClftCaBV: 



3. I Claims Nos.: 

because they are 



dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third 



Box IB Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in th 

see additional sheet 



1 . [71 As all required additional search fees were tkneiy paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
LJ ' J searchable claims. 

2. [J As all searchable claims could be searched without effect justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of arry additional fee. 



!- I i As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. Q No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned In the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 



| | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest, 
J~X~] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search lees. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTYISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions 1n this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-13 

Friction brake with a two actuators, respectively applying 
or releasing the brake. 



2. claims: 14-20 

Prothesis with two relatively-rotating limbs connected by a 
mechanical joint, an actuator moving the limbs and a brake 
acting on the actuator to inhibit relative movement in the 
joint. 
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figure 1 
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2 May 1991 (1991-05-02) 

& JP 3 037433 A (SONY), 
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abstract 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
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& JP 2 310856 A (NEC ENG LTD), 
26 December 1990 (1990-12-26) 
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" Special categories of died documents ; 

"A* document defining the genera! state of the art which is nol 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the International 



"f document which may throw dc , , 

which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 



iter document published altar tho international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
ltd the principle ortheory underlying the 
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